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A Happy New Year to  everyone. Our last newsletter was in August. Since then, we have had Heritage Open Days and 
started our 2018/19 lecture season; we have submitted our second round of nominations for the Allerdale Local List; 
with Cockermouth Travel, we have finally succeeded in achieving the planting of 31 trees along St Helens Street and 
we have had our Conservation Area short-listed for the Civic Voice 'England's Favourite Conservation Area' 
competition. Following the rejection of planning permission for a commercial, (B&M), development on Low Road 
behind The Lakes, a slightly revised application has been submitted, which does not address any of our concerns. There
have also been 'rumours' about Cumbria County Council reintroducing the concept of on-street parking charges. We 
have identified a pressing need to recruit new members and are planning a recruitment campaign in 2019, for which we
will need your help. So, plenty to talk about!

Christmas Greetings
Our committee sent seasons greetings by email to both 
our members and local councillors. In return we 
received greetings from the Town Mayor to all of our 
members.

The Mayor & Mayoress would like to wish you and your
families a very Merry Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year. David & Lynn Malloy.

Lecture Programme
A reminder of the remaining 3 lectures of this season, 
all at 7.30pm at the Friends Meeting House.

Feb 6th United Utilities West Cumbria Water Supplies 
Project

Mar 6th  George Cooke History of Higham Hall & 
development of the College

Apr 3rd Rebecca Neal Work of the Rivers Trust in the
Derwent Catchment Area

This year we tried something different for our Christmas
meeting. Instead of a lecture, it was advertised as a 
Christmas Social. We had a pictorial quiz, a Christmas 
story and Christmas food. It was well received by those 
who attended, the numbers being a bit disappointing, 

but it was a wet day. Many thanks to Brian & Margaret 
for organising everything. Would you like something 
similar next year?

AGM, November 2018
Our AGM was held on November 7th. The Officers, 
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, were all re-elected 
unopposed.  All Committee Members were re-elected to
serve another term. There were no other nominations. 
There remains at least one vacancy on committee and it 
would be good to see this filled.

The officers each presented a report on the year and the 
financial report was formally accepted. Copies of any of
the reports or the AGM Minutes are available from the 
Secretary. The Minutes are also on our website.

England's 'Favourite Conservation Area, 2018'
In 2018, Civic Voice launched a competition to 
determine 'England's Favourite Conservation Area', to 
be decided by public vote. We decided to nominate 
Cockermouth. Not that we really expected to win, being
a relatively unknown small town, but we thought any 
associated publicity would be positive for the town.

There were around 250 nominations countrywide. These
were short-listed by an expert panel down to 18 and we 
were very pleased to learn that Cockermouth was one of
the 18. Then came the on-line public vote. We were a 
bit disappointed in the amount of publicity that we 
managed to achieve, but we did come a creditable 13th. 
The winner, Swindon Railway Village, with 3459  
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votes. was way ahead of us with our 231 votes. Port 
Sunlight came second and Lichfield City Centre third.

Market Place   

The County Council has now installed some of the up-
lighter covers with historical inscriptions in Market 
Place, such as the above one that identifies the Roman 
Occupation at 'Derventio' from 125 to 410. Completion 
of the installations has been delayed, apparently due to  
a sizing issue. Once completed, we plan to launch our 
booklet 'Exploring Market Place', which is ready and 
waiting.

Civic Voice Conference
Four of our members attended the annual Civic Voice 
Conference in October, which this year was in 
Birmingham. It is an opportunity for us to learn more 
about national issues and to confer with other members 
of the civic movement. The conference was over 2 days,
the first day being primarily lecture oriented. On the 
second day, the AGM was followed by workshops and 
the opportunity to participate in guided tours round the 
urban environment of Birmingham.

The keynote speech was by Dame Fiona Reynolds, 
previously Director General of the National Trust, with 
her crusade on 'the fight for beauty'. Her theme was that 
we now live in a world where the drive for economic 
growth crowds out everything that can't be given a 
monetary value. We have presided over a period of 
devastating losses to nature and the beauty of our 
countryside and heritage, whilst too much of what we 
have built ranges from the undistinguished to the 
downright ugly. 'If we care about our future, we need to
fight for beauty',

Other key themes arising were:
 National concern over the loss of local authority

conservation officers along with the 
diminishing authority of Head Planners at the 
executive table.

 The increasing need for voluntary input such as 
from Civic Societies in the face of reducing 
resources within local government. In some 
areas, 'Place Panels' have been established 
whereby community groups work with the local
authority in reviewing future plans.

 The planning system is failing to adequately 
protect conservation areas, with an example of 
poor street architecture that has infiltrated the 
reputedly 'most beautiful street in Britain', in 
Ludlow.

 What does constitute 'good design'?
 What is the future of the nation's conservation 

areas? Civic Voice has a programme of seeking 
to reinvigorate and to reinforce our conservation
areas, many of which are now 50 years old.

On-Street Parking Charges
Following reports that Cumbria County Council were 
again considering the introduction of parking charges 
for street parking in town centres, we wrote a letter to 
local Councillors as follows:

The Civic Trust is given to understand that the County 
Council is again discussing the potential introduction of 
on-street parking charges, generally within Cumbria and
specifically within Cockermouth. I respectfully ask that 
you inform the Civic Trust of your view on this, 
specifically for Cockermouth.

You will be aware that the Civic Trust successfully 
campaigned against the introduction of such charges a 
few years ago. Our concern then, as now, was that the 
introduction of these charges would have a negative 
impact on town centre businesses in favour of out of 
town shops & businesses where there are no charges for 
parking. Clearly this will potentially have a negative 
impact on the future viability of our town centre which 
is of deep concern to the Civic Trust.

To us, the County Council appear to be blind to the 
national concern about the future of our town centres 
and the need to support them economically rather than 
adding 'nails to the coffin'.

If the County Council progresses with these proposals, 
it will no doubt be producing an independently reviewed
impact assessment. We would be grateful if you would 
provide the Civic Trust with a copy of this as soon as it 
becomes available to save us having to formally request 
it. 

We did receive the following reply from Rebecca 
Hanson as County Councillor for Cockermouth North:
'The discussion has been about the devolution of powers
from Cumbria County Council to the Council’s Local 
Area Committees. The power to install parking meters 
was one of the many powers on this list to be devolved. 
So parking meters were discussed for this reason – not 
because there’s a move to introduce them. There is no 
move to introduce on-street parking meters unless the 
local County Councillor particularly wants them for a 
specific reason that makes sense ‘on their patch’. On-
street parking meters are clearly not right for 
Cockermouth and I will oppose any move to introduce 
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them should such a move ever occur. There is no 
suggestion that they should be introduced and there is 
no suggestion of any mechanism by which any pressure 
to introduce them might appear'.

Proposed Out of Town Development
Planning permission for the proposed retail 
development on land beyond the Lakes Centre on Low 
Road was rejected earlier in the year.  However, a 
revised proposal has now been submitted. This is 
largely the same proposal with small modifications 
which seek to address environmental concerns raised by
Allerdale Council. The prime purpose of the 
development is believed to be for a B&M store.

We have again objected to the application broadly on 
the grounds that a large out of town store will be 
prejudicial to the future of the town centre which is 
already 'at risk', and this brown field site is better suited 
to industrial development as identified in the Local 
Plan. Our supporting evidence includes:
- National policy to ensure the vitality of town centres 
requires that Local Authorities recognise town centres 
as the heart of their communities and pursue policies to 
support their viability and vitality. Town centres should 
see any new development as a priority, with out of town
development being only appropriate if no other sites are 
available.
- The Allerdale Local Plan states that town centres are 
important places for communities as they provide a 
focal point for business activity, social interaction and 
diversity and have an important role in achieving the 
Council's objectives as vibrant and viable centres. The 
Plan emphasises that proposals for main town centre 
uses will be expected to be located within the existing 
centres.
-  The Local Plan sets out a strict hierarchy of town 
centres suitable for development with the principal 
centre being Workington ,with Cockermouth being a 
key service centre.  Applications should be refused if 
the applicant has not demonstrated compliance with this
sequential approach. We consider that the size of the 
proposed development is more appropriate to the 
principal centre.

It is important that it is recognised that the Civic Trust 
does not object to the presence of B&M in 
Cockermouth. It is the size of the store and its out of 
town location that we are objecting to.

Other Developments
There is an application to demolish the old tannery 
building on a site behind the allotments on St Helens 
St., and build 2 new houses. The Tannery was originally
a listed building but has been allowed to deteriorate to 
such an extent that the listing status was recently 
removed, which is a shame for Cockermouth's heritage. 
Having said that, it is an infill site appropriate for 

development, we would just prefer a higher standard of 
design for the new build.

There has been significant publicity about the stopping 
order for a footpath across the Strawberry Grange 
development. We do not have an issue with the order 
itself, given that the development itself is approved. 
However, it is incumbent on the enforcing authorities to 
ensure that an appropriate alternative path is put in place
both for the interim & long term.

Heritage Open Days 2018
Following the success of his presentation to members 
for our 50th anniversary celebrations in 2017, Brian 
Coley organised a photographic exhibition as part of 
HODS comparing Cockermouth in 1967 and 2017.  It 
was a major success with around 200 people passing 
through with lots of positive feedback. It looks as 
though he might be organising something similar in 
2019.

We also organised a guided walk around the 
Cockermouth Conservation Area. We were very pleased
with the turnout, taking 24 round on quite a wet day.

Local Heritage Listing
Following the successful establishment of the Local 
Heritage List for Allerdale, (Cockermouth), we have 
now submitted our second set of nominations to 
Allerdale BC. These have all been reviewed and rated 
by our own review committee and are listed below. 
Most of our nominations arose from a special members 
meeting held a few years ago.
1. The Old Pump House, Papcastle
2. The Burroughs, Papcastle
3. Papcastle traditional stone walling
4. Challoner Street Buildings, nos. 1 – 21 & 2 – 26, 
(good range of Georgian Cumberland Houses)
5. Wheelwright's Workshop, 27 Crown Street
6. Old Pump House – Rubby Banks
7. No. 22 Kirkgate
8. Bank's Court
9. Cockton's Yard
10. Friend's Meeting House
11. History Wall, King's Arms Lane
12. Tithe House, Station Street
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St Helen's Street Trees
You will know that we have been seeking agreement to 
plant trees along St Helen's Street, above the cycle way 
at the eastern end. We have had agreement from 
Cockermouth Travel through Paul Cusack that they 
would provide the trees, but it has taken a while to get 
the necessary agreements to plant the trees on what is 
County Council Land. Anyway, success at last and 31 
rowan and birch trees were planted on Friday 14th 
December by pupils of All Saints School assisted by 
Cockermouth Travel Staff and members of the Civic 
Trust. Our thanks to Julian Smith of Allerdale BC for 
obtaining the agreements on our behalf.

2019 Member's Activities
We are planning to have an annual lunch again this year
but are going to try something different. The plan is to 
have the lunch at the Helena Thompson Museum in 
Workington with an after dinner speaker provided by 
the museum itself. The museum's catering arrangements
have an excellent reputation. Do not worry if you do not
have transport as there will be plenty of opportunity for 
lifts from other members.

We have thoughts on an annual trip but have not yet 
discussed it with the venues. We are hoping that Kirkby 
Lonsdale Civic Society might be able to arrange a tour 
of their town with us for half of the day. The other half 
would be a visit to Leighton Hall. Leighton Hall is the 
ancestral home of the Gillow family and is still lived in, 
there are no roped off areas. Visitors are even invited to 
sit on the ancient chairs & sit round the 18th century 
dining table.

More details & ticket applications for both these events 
will be in the next newsletter. Please note that in view of
reducing numbers for our annual trips, we have decided 
to open the trip this year to non-members after 2 weeks, 
so it will be important to book your tickets early.

Daffodil Day will be held again this year, on the 6th 
April. We hope to have a stall again.

Old Armoury Building
We have again raised the condition of the Old Armoury 
Building with Allerdale BC as an enforcement issue. As
a minimum, it is a public safety concern. The windows 
illustrated below are in extremely poor condition and in 
danger of falling out. This also puts the whole structure 

in jeopardy. The doorway below is not secure & open to
vandalism, which could also put the safety of the 
buildings behind in jeopardy. Furthermore, it continues 
to be an eyesore & a poor advert for Cockermouth, and 
a detriment to the Conservation Area. As a Civic Trust, 
we believe that the time has come for more determined 
action from the Council. As a minimum, we feel that the
Council now needs to undertake appropriate repairs 
themselves under the provisions of Section 29 of the 
Local Government Act.

Joe Broomfield, our Town Manager, has replied on 
behalf of the  Council. “Given that improvement notices
have been served on the property in the past and only 
partly implemented, and the current disrepair of the 
property, Allerdale Legal Team have been asked to take 
further action”. Joe will keep us informed on progress.

Membership Recruitment
The committee has recognised that we continue to have 
a reducing membership base and we need to recruit new
members if we want to secure the medium to long term 
future of the Trust. For this reason, we have decided to 
launch a recruitment campaign during 2019, and this 
means some time spent delivering leaflets to housing in 
Cockermouth – and District. Help in this from members 
would be very much appreciated.

Vanessa Graham
It was with sadness that we learnt of the death of 
Vanessa Graham of Banks Ironmongers. She was 
always a happy and bubbly character and a great 
supporter of the Civic Trust's activities. In particular, 
she opened  up the shop 'museum' for our very first 
Heritage Open Days and has enthusiastically 
participated every year since.

Other News
1. Our Chairman gave a talk to Probus about the Civic 
Trust. We did get 2 new recruits as a result.
2. As part of the Marveljols anniversary celebrations, 
we provided castle tours for our French visitors.
3. If you haven't yet renewed your membership, please 
do so. Otherwise, this may be your last newsletter!

Phil Campbell, Chairman
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