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Now is the time to book on both our annual lunch and our annual trip. The annual lunch has a different twist this year 
as we are travelling to the Helena Thompson Museum in Workington where we will be served lunch followed by a talk
about Helena Thompson herself.  The food at the museum has an excellent reputation and Helena Thompson should 
prove to be an interesting subject for the talk, having achieved a lot for the local community in the 19 th century, 
receiving an MBE in recognition. Please do not worry if you do not have transport, there will be a number of us going 
who can provide lifts. A change in plan for the annual trip means that we are now going to Sedbergh on Saturday 21st 
September to coincide with their 'Sheepfest'. There will be a limit on numbers of around 25, but since we were short on
numbers last year, we will be opening it up to non-members after a few weeks. So if you do want to go, please book 
early. It is our turn this year to arrange the Bernard Bradbury Memorial Lecture, so this is another date for your diary.  
On Friday 27th September, Professor Richard Oram, Professor of Medieval & Environmental History at the University 
of Stirling, will talk about Cockermouth Castle in the context of medieval history of our region. On the development 
front, you will be aware that the Allerdale Development Panel rejected the proposed out of town 'B&M' development. 
However, this isn't the end of the story as the developers still have an appeal in against the refusal of their previous 
application. With this in mind, we have sent two formal letters to Allerdale Planning expressing our concerns about the 
application.  We are also concerned about the development proposals for the old Fire Station Headquarters site & have 
submitted objections. Finally for the 'headlines', we are proceeding with our leafleted recruitment drive.  

Member's Lunch, Tuesday April 30  th 
This year's lunch will be held at the Helena Thompson 
Museum in Workington at 12 noon. Transport can be 
provided to anyone in need. The meal will be 2 courses 
followed by tea or coffee, with the following choices:
Main:

 Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding
 Poached Salmon with Watercress Sauce
 Roast Chicken with Leek & Pancetta Sauce

Dessert:
 Sticky Toffee Pudding & Custard
 Lemon Tart & Cream
 Fresh Fruit Salad

The meal will be followed by a talk on Helena 
Thompson herself. The cost per person will be £18. If 
you would like to go, please return the attached 
application form as soon as possible. 

Visit to Sedbergh, Saturday September 21  st

We have chosen to visit Sedbergh on a day to coincide 
with their Sheepfest.  Sedbergh's first Sheepfest was 
held in 2014 with 100 sheep created for the Sheep Trail 
throughout Sedbergh and Farfield Mill. 

There will also be an artisan market until 3pm.

Leaving Cockermouth at 9am, (Memorial Gardens Car 
Park, Wakefield Road), our visit will begin at Farfield 
Mill, which is just over a mile outside of Sedbergh. 
Here we have booked tables in the cafe at 10.30am for 
coffee/tea and cake. There will then be free time to 
explore the Mill itself. Their mission is to 'honour and 
preserve Sedbergh's textile heritage through the 
provision of a hub for creative enterprise, within which 
a vibrant community of weavers, artists and craftspeople
engage the visiting public in an appreciation of weaving
and traditional and contemporary arts and crafts'. The 
heritage display shows examples of the processes 
involved in producing woollen goods and the social 
history associated with the mill. When we are there, 
there will be 2 special exhibitions:

 'World Wide Whispers' – an exhibition of 60 
quilts from 5 countries.

 'A brush with Cumbria' by the artist Stuart Gray
– paintings emulating the fresh quality of the 
outdoor image.

Entry to the Mill is free today as part of Sheepfest.

We aim to transfer to the centre of Sedbergh at 12.30, 
but plan to provide a later transfer time for anyone who 
wants to spend more time at the mill.

In the afternoon, we plan on you undertaking a self 
guided tour of Sedbergh, taking in both the history and 
the sheep. For those who would rather go round as a 
group, we will announce a meeting time to do so after 
time for lunch and a visit to the market. Sedbergh 
started as a small settlement in Saxon times at the 
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crossing point of the River Rawthey. Much of the plan 
of the town today owes much to the Normans who laid 
out the town around Main Street with burgage plots 
behind, as in Cockermouth. Many of the yards, which 
originate from the burgage plots, can be explored on 
foot.

Departure time will be 4.30pm.

The cost of this outing will be £19 which includes 
transport, coffee and cake on arrival and a self guided 
tour leaflet. If you wish to come, please complete & 
return the attached application form.

Bernard Bradbury Memorial Lecture,  Friday 27  th   
September
We are delighted that Professor Richard Oram has 
agreed to give the lecture this year with a focus on a 
different period of local history, medieval in the late 11th

and 12th centuries. The lecture will be held at 8pm at the
Kirkgate Centre and tickets will be available from the 
Kirkgate Centre Box Office.

We are again organising the lecture in conjunction with 
the Heritage Group and Lorton & Derwent Fells Local 
History Group.

Civic Day and Cockermouth Live
We are running 4 castle tours as part of Civic Day and 
Cockermouth Live as follows:
Saturday 22nd June 2pm
Saturday 29th June 3pm
Monday 1st July 2pm
Saturday 6th July 2pm
Tickets obtainable from the TIC

Heritage Open Days 2019
We are again organising a programme for Heritage 
Open Days which this year run from Friday 13th 
September to Sunday 22nd September. After the success 
of our photographic exhibition last year comparing 
Cockermouth in 2017 with 1967 when the Trust was 
first established, we are organising a similar event on 
Saturday14th September. If you came last year, please 
come again as there will be some new photos this year.

We will be providing 2 castle tours, one on Friday 20th 
September and one on Sunday 22nd September, both at 
2pm. Tickets obtainable from the TIC

Proposed Out of Town Development, Low Road
The Civic Trust objected to the proposed development 
by Opus North  Ltd for B&M, (3rd application), and we 
made a presentation to the Development Panel in 
support of our objection. The reasons for our objection 
were given in the last (January) Newsletter. Although 
this proposal was again rejected by the Panel, we remain

concerned, particularly as there is an outstanding appeal
against the refusal of the second application.

One of our underlying concerns is that Allerdale 
Planning Department have felt able to recommend 
support of the applications despite community concern 
and conflicts with the Local Plan. We have therefore 
formally written two letters to the Planning Department 
questioning their 'support' on two counts. We hope that 
these letters will be made available to the Inspector for 
consideration when examining the Appeal.

The first issue is that we do not have confidence in the 
conclusion of the Planning and Retail Statement of the 
application that 'Cockermouth is a healthy and viable 
town centre and is able to withstand the predicted levels 
of trading impact', something which the Planning 
Department endorsed. We provided evidence in support 
of our concerns.

The second letter  expressed our concerns relating to 
Allerdale BC Planning Department's support for the 
change of use of the land in question from industrial, as 
identified in the Local Plan Part 2, to mostly retail. 
Again we provided supporting evidence for our 
concerns and on how their support contradicts the 
requirements of the Local Plan.

Proposed Developments on the site of the old Fire 
Service Headquaters
The committee reviewed two planning applications for 
this site, one for housing in the area around the old 
headquarters building and one for a new set of flats 
lower down by Rubby Banks.

In respect of the flats, Darren advised that the plans 
were inadequate in that required substantial engineering 
work had not been included and a holding objection was
necessary on this count alone. It was also felt that the 
new build would be very dominating over the existing 
nearby buildings and the nearby bridge.

It was also agreed to object to the proposed housing 
development on the grounds that it was inadequately 
conceived and designed for this site. We were not 
objecting to the principle of housing here. We decided 
not to proceed with a Building for Life Assessment for 
this proposal as it stands, but may do so if a more 
appropriate submission is made.

Market Place   
The County Council have still not completed the 
installation of the up-lighter covers with historical 
inscriptions, there being 8 left to do. Our Market Place 
booklet remains on hold.
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Town Centre Traffic Management
The County Council have proposals on the table to 
introduce a change in priorities at the Main Street / 
Station Street junction for a trial period. This involves 
giving priority to traffic turning right up Station Street 
from the Workington direction over traffic travelling 
westwards from the Cockermouth School direction. 
Their concerns are the town centre traffic congestion 
that currently occurs and the potential for traffic to 
queue back to the main A66 and A595 routes. Although 
they have the legal powers to implement this scheme 
without consultation, they are planning some 
consultation sessions in the near future. The Civic Trust 
Committee has concerns over the value and safety of 
these proposals. If you have similar concerns or 
otherwise, please give us feedback and please attend 
one of the advertised consultation sessions with the 
County Council.

Our starting concern is whether there really is a major 
problem with congestion and whether the Council are 
seeking to 'crack a nut with a sledgehammer' so as to be 
seen to be doing something. Our thoughts:

-  Congestion primarily occurs at 2 times of day only, 
school in or out times
-  Congestion at other times is generally caused by 
such things as illegal parking in bus bays, bin lorries 
loading, lorries delivering, which will not be 
influenced by the proposed scheme.

-   We have never observed traffic queuing back 
anywhere near the A66 or A595 junctions.
-   Congestion in Cockermouth is relatively low anyway 
compared with elsewhere & is to some extent inevitable
in a thriving town centre.

In terms of implementation, we have concerns over the 
effectiveness and safety of the proposal on the table:
- The proposal will lead to more tail back of traffic 
towards Castlegate with an overall negative impact on 
congestion.
- Giving priority to traffic turning right is non-standard 
in the Highway Code leading to potential driver 
confusion & safety concerns, & therefore requiring 
significant undesirable traffic signage.
- Prioritised traffic turning right is likely to be travelling
at an increased speed, posing a safety hazard to 
pedestrians crossing Station Street

Local Heritage Listing
As covered in the January Newsletter, we have 
submitted 12 further nominations for the Local Heritage
List to Allerdale BC. These still await consideration by 
the council screening panel.

Conservation Area Appraisal
Allerdale BC has invited us to participate in the 
review/revision of the existing, (2006), Character 
Appraisal for Cockermouth - with the objective of 
getting an approved and up to date document. This 
would include review & revision as appropriate of the 
Article 4 directions to make them more robust. An 
improved and approved document along with refined 
Article 4s will give added protection in itself to the CA. 
It would be intended to include an implementation 
Management Plan within the document, something that 
was sadly missing for the 2006 Appraisal. The reviews 
will still be led by Allerdale BC with technical & 
administrative support, but our potential input should 
'fast track' completion as Allerdale BC have limited 
resources & review of the Cockermouth documentation 
is not currently their priority.

We have indicated our willingness to participate within 
the limitations of our own resources. It would be logical
for the Town Council to participate as well because the 
final documents will need their support.

The up to date Appraisal and Management Plan could 
potentially then be used as a solid foundation for a 
Neighbourhood Plan, which could initially just be 
written for the Conservation Area.

Neighbourhood Plan
The Town Council remains opposed to the development
of a Neighbourhood Plan although this could change 
after the local elections in May. We remain committed 
to the concept that a well constructed Neighbourhood 
Plan would be of significant benefit to the future of 
Cockermouth. We do acknowledge that there have been 
a few instances where existing Neighbourhood Plan 
commitments elsewhere have been overruled on appeal 
because of government targets on house building. This 
is a national issue that needs to be addressed.

Cycleway
A new footpath and cycleway has been constructed 
alongside Low Road as far as the new Laureates 
Housing Estate. There is then a disconnect past the 
Sewage Farm. We have asked United Utilities to 
consider using some money from their Community 
Fund from the Pipeline Project to finance continuation 
of the cycleway through to the A66 traffic island.

Membership Recruitment
We have procured 5000 recruitment leaflets & intend 
distributing these to houses after the Local Elections.

Phil Campbell, Chairman
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