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First of all, a very warm welcome to our new members. We have been conducting an awareness campaign about the 
Civic Trust by delivering leaflets to virtually all of the households in Cockermouth & Papcastle. This has helped us 
gain 40 new members since April, - we look forward to meeting you all & involving you in our activities. Less good 
news is that for pre-existing members, it is time to renew your subscriptions; please do so to continue your support for 
our activities. Membership for those joining since April continues to September 2020, without further payment. In 
terms of activities, we still have Heritage Open Days, our visit to Sedbergh, the Bernard Bradbury Memorial Lecture 
and our members’ castle tour to come this summer. Then in October we begin our new season of members’ lecture 
meetings. Particular interest areas for us this summer have been removal of Himalayan Balsam from the Rivers 
Derwent and Cocker, improvements to Market Place and a ‘Walk of Pride’. This coming year, given that we now have 
a new Town Council, there is the potential for the beginnings of a Neighbourhood Plan. Our members may wish to 
become involved in this.

Membership Renewals
The subscription renewal form is enclosed with this 
newsletter. The subscription rate is unchanged from last 
year at £7.50, £12.50 for two members at the same 
household. It would be helpful if you can please renew 
promptly rather than wait for reminders, thanks.

Executive Committee
The Executive Committee is elected each year at the 
AGM in November. It has 3 Officers, Chairman, 
Secretary and Treasurer. We also have an Architectural 
Adviser, a Membership Secretary and at least 4 other 
members who adopt other roles on behalf of our 
Committee. All are Trustees of the Civic Trust.

The Committee meets monthly on the last Wednesday 
of the month at 7pm in the Friends Meeting House, - 
upstairs. Any Civic Trust Member is welcome to come 
and observe any meeting. We would like to have one or 
two more members on the Committee from the next 
AGM, so if you are interested I suggest you might like 
to observe  a meeting on August 28th,  September 25th or 
October 30th

Heritage Open Days - September 2019
Heritage Open Days is a national event that takes place 
every September. Its aim is to allow the public to visit 
places or attend events of heritage interest, free of 
charge, that they might not otherwise be able to do. We 
coordinate events in the Cockermouth area and this is 
the 12th year that we have done so. We also organise 
some of the events. This year we have -

Photographic Exhibition, Cockermouth in 1967 and 
2017 compared. Saturday 14th, 10am to 3pm, United 
Reformed Church, (URC). This is our own exhibition 
led by Brian Coley. Our DVD of the photos will be 
launched, price £4, as well as our Market Place Book.

Walking Tour of Cockermouth Conservation Area. 
Saturday 14th, 11am. Led by the Civic Trust, starting at 
the URC

Castle Tours. Friday 20th and Sunday 22nd at 2pm. By 
ticket only from the Tourist Information Centre, (TIC). 
Led by the Civic Trust but please remember we have a 
separate tour for our members.

Isel Hall Tours. Thursday 19th and Friday 20th at 2pm 
and at 3pm. By ticket only, (TIC).

Isel Church. Thursday 19th & Friday 20th, 1pm to 4pm. 
This church is normally open for public visits but on 
this occasion, there will be a guide available to ‘tell you 
more’.

Banks Ironmongers. Friday 13th to Saturday 21st, 10am 
to 3pm, not Sunday. The museum behind the shop was 
originally just open for HODS but now opens most of 
the time. If you haven’t been, its well worth it.

Percy House. Friday 13th to Saturday 21st, 10am to 5pm, 
not Sunday. A contemporary arts and crafts gallery in a 
historic 14th century building. Includes original bread 
oven, fire places and plasterwork. Staff on hand to 
answer questions.

Wordsworth House, Saturday 21st, 11am to 4pm. Free of
charge for all visits today.

Visit to Sedbergh, Saturday September 21  st  
Each year we organise a day trip for our members to 
somewhere of heritage interest. This year we have 
chosen to visit Sedbergh on a day to coincide with their 
Sheepfest.  Sedbergh's first Sheepfest was held in 2014 
with 100 sheep created for the Sheep Trail throughout 
Sedbergh and Farfield Mill. We will visit Farfield Mill 
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in the morning followed by free time for self guided 
tours of Sedbergh’s heritage and ‘sheep trail’ in the 
afternoon. This trip was advertised in the April 
newsletter but at the time of writing, there are still 
tickets left. If you are interested in going, please ring 
Shirley on 01900 823485. Tickets cost £19, now open to
friends as well.

Bernard Bradbury Memorial Lecture,  Friday 27  th     
September
We are delighted that Professor Richard Oram has 
agreed to give the lecture this year with a focus on a 
different period of local history, medieval in the late 11th

and 12th centuries. The lecture will be held at 8pm at the
Kirkgate Centre and tickets will be available, from the 
Kirkgate Centre Box Office only, from the beginning of 
September, price £4.50.. The synopsis is:

Castles and Conquests: castle-building and the control 
of Cumbria 1092-1237

From William Rufus's seizure of Carlisle to the treaty 
that ended Scottish kings' claims to England's northern 
counties, it was castles that both symbolised and made 
real competing claims to possession of Cumbria. Just as 
the great Norman castles that sprang up in southern 
counties after 1066 proclaimed the arrival of a new 
power in the kingdom, so Ranulf le Meschin and his 
successors sought to impose their lordship 
over Cumbria by castle-building. Each ebb and flow of 
incoming lords, planted by England's Norman rulers or 
Scotland's kings, pinned down their new lands with 
castles that broadcast that they intended to stay. This 
talk explores the planting of castles in Cumberland and 
North Westmorland, from Brough and Appleby to 
Cockermouth and Egremont, looking at their siting and 
purpose, and their changing form as their owners 
tried to accommodate often conflicting demands for 
defence, residence, administration and lordly display 
into their buildings. It will trace how and why the 
region's castles failed to stop the Scots in the 1130s, 
partly blocked them in 1174, and offered stouter 
resistance in 1216, and will end with a brief look at how
they changed during the long peace that lasted down to 
the end of the thirteenth century.

Richard has promised that his lecture  will be very 
visual and focus on the castles rather than the complex 
politics that underlie the creation of the region's 
lordships.

We are again organising the lecture in conjunction with 
the Heritage Group and Lorton & Derwent Fells Local 
History Group.

Member’s Castle Tour, 10am, Saturday 28  th     
September.
We have organised a castle tour especially for our own 
members on Saturday 28th September, 10am. If you 
would like to go, please let Shirley Campbell know 
either by phone on 01900 823485 or by email on 
geranuk100@aol.com. We are not issuing tickets or 
restricting numbers of members attending, but we do 
need to know well in advance how many are coming so 
that we can organise guides, etc.

If you are coming, please meet outside the Castle Gates 
around 09.50. Please be aware that this is a largely 
outdoor tour and there are a number of potential hazards
such as slippery surfaces, steep steps and vertical drops. 
It is not suitable for wheelchairs, children under 7 or 
pets.

2019/2020 Lectures
We hold 6 lecture meetings during the winter season. 
These give members the opportunity to have an update 
& opportunity to discuss current issues. This is then 
followed by a lecture on a subject of local interest. All 
lectures are held at 7.30pm in the Friends Meeting 
House.

Oct 2nd Pat Hall
Helena Thompson

Mary Queen of Scots visit 
to Workington

Nov 6th Ros Earthy Folk Tales & Superstitions 
of Cumbria
(preceded by AGM)

Dec 4th Darren Ward Good Design

Feb 5th Johanna Korndorfer
Project Officer

Lake District Dark Skies 
Project

Mar 4th  Alastair Sharp Work of the West Cumbria
Samaritans

Apr 1st David Cornwall ‘Amid the Fretful 
Dwellings of Mankind’, 
Wordsworth’s Childhood 
Home.

Confluence Area

We have long
campaigned for the
area below Jennings
at the confluence of
the Cocker &
Derwent Rivers to
be improved and
cared for. It had
become a neglected
area & we considered that it should be a feature of 
Cockermouth that residents & visitors alike could relax 
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in and enjoy. At last this has come to fruition. The 
improvement project itself was a joint venture of a 
number of organisations including ourselves, led by 
Riversmeet. It was completed with the installation of the
stone artwork. Love them or hate them, the stones 
certainly add character to the area.

Himalayan Balsam Removal

Last year we led a
campaign to
remove the
balsam on the
river banks within
Cockermouth. We
were quite
successful but we
recognised the
need to involve other organisations as well. This year 
we were pleased to hear that West Cumbria Rivers Trust
had appointed Jo McCurrie, (picture), to lead balsam 
removal in our river catchment area. She has led 
volunteer groups consisting of ourselves, the Allotment 
& Garden Society, Sainsburys and Wordsworth House 
Gardeners to remove balsam in a combination of 
strimming & hand pulling on the banks of both the 
Derwent and Cocker within Cockermouth. Again very 
successful but we will need to keep repeating the 
exercise every year whilst seeds remain & there is 
balsam upstream.

Himalayan Balsam may look pretty but it is an invasive 
species and will take over at the expense of native 
vegetation if left to its own devices. The catch is that it 
dies back to seed in winter and leaves the river banks 
open to erosion, potentially increasing flood risk. For 
this reason, we believe it very worthwhile to continue to
fight the battle to keep the balsam at bay from our river 
banks in Cockermouth. Meanwhile, Jo is working with 
other voluntary groups on river banks upstream from 
Cockermouth.

Note that national guidance is to either pull the balsam 
up by the root, which is very easy to do, or cut it below 
the bottom node, then leave the plant in situ to decay. 
The balsam plant itself is not harmful.

Market Place Street Scene

An ongoing concern for us has been the weeds in 
Market Place around the trees and under the seats. This 
creates a poor visual impact for locals and visitors when
we are trying to attract people into the town and shops. 
Admittedly the County Council have now applied weed 
killer but that was quite late in the ‘weed season’. We 
are also concerned about the seats under the trees and 
keeping them clean. Some shopkeepers do clean the 
ones close to their shops and Allerdale BC are supposed
to have a contract for them to be cleaned fortnightly.

We have talked about this to representatives of the 
Town, District and County Councils as well as the 
Chamber of Trade, but its proving hard work. We have 
proposed in association with the Allotment and Garden 
Society that voluntary work could be employed to assist
but obtaining 3rd party liability insurance for non 
members of the Civic Trust is proving a stumbling 
block. We are still pursuing this as an issue.

Market Place Booklet
You may remember that last year the County 
Council decided that the up- lighters in Market 

Place could not be 
maintained and replacement
would be too expensive.  
Instead they decided to 
cover each of them with a 
metal plate. We were 
offered the opportunity to 
propose a design for the 46 
covers and it was agreed that
each plate should carry the 

date of an event from Cockermouth’s history.  The 
County Council have had technical issues in installing 
the plaques, but they are all now in place.

As a consequence, we decided that it would be timely to
produce a booklet, ‘Exploring Market Place’, which 
outlines its history and buildings and also describes the 
artwork and mosaics along with a list of the new floor 
plaques with a description of why the respective dates 
are important to Cockermouth. We intend to launch this 
booklet at our photographic exhibition  for HODS on 
Saturday 14th September, price £2.50.

Neighbourhood Plan
It’s old news that the Civic Trust can see the benefits to 
Cockermouth of having a Neighbourhood Plan in place 
– that allows the community to have a say in the future 
development of the town, but the Town Council were 
unwilling to proceed with one. New news is that we 
now have a new Council that may be more favourably 
disposed to developing one. If they do decide to go 
ahead, they will need significant community support. 
We continue to believe that the Civic Trust should 
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support this objective, but that this should be through a 
wider community group along the lines of the current 
‘Vision Group’.

Local Heritage Listing
National listing of properties, Grade 1, Grade II* and 
Grade II are undertaken through Historic England and 
any such listing recognises that the property is of 
national or international importance. Cockermouth has a
significant number of such listed properties. There is 
also provision  for properties to be placed on a ‘Local 
Heritage List’ if it is considered that they are of local 
significance & merit some form of protection.  This 
listing is administered by the local authority, in our case
Allerdale BC. The level of protection is less than that 
for national listing but does mean that its status must be 
considered in the event of a planning application. We as
a Civic Trust agreed with Allerdale BC to develop a 
process for creating a Local Heritage List for Allerdale 
and this culminated in 2018 with 15 properties in the 
Cockermouth area being placed on the List. At the end 
of 2018, we submitted our second set of nominations to 
Allerdale BC. These 12 nominations had all been 
reviewed and rated by our own review committee, but 
still await consideration by the Allerdale Screening 
Panel.

Walk of Pride, Friday August 10th
We undertook our ‘Walk of Pride’ through the Town 
Centre on the afternoon of Friday August 10th. Despite 
the unpredictable weather, 8 Civic Trust members 
attended. The Mayor, Julie Laidlow attended for the 
Town Council and Joe Broomfield represented 
Allerdale BC. We received apologies from Joan Ellis, 
Allerdale Councillor and Rebecca Hanson, County 
Councillor, both of whom are also Civic Trust members.
We were disappointed that no-one attended from the 
Chamber of Trade.

Our overall conclusion was that our town centre is still a
place ‘to be proud of’.  We particularly commended the 
floral displays and the hanging baskets provided by the 
Town Council. The shop frontages that were renovated 
after the 2009 floods remain impressive although a few 
do need some care & maintenance after 10 years of 
Cumbrian weather. Clearly there are a number of empty 
premises, including banks and public houses, but we 
were made aware of a number of development plans. 
More disappointing to us were the premises that are left 
in a state that positively detract from the character of the
town – in particular the Old Armoury Building by the 
Riverside Car Park, the old Rootz Hairdressers building 
near Market Place and the building adjacent to Bridge 
Street that used to be a Chinese Restaurant. We felt that 
the permanent signage in the window of the outdoor 
shop labelled ‘Clothing Down Sale’ was an insult to the 
town, although it will be difficult to do anything about 

other than seeking common sense. In addition, we 
recorded many detailed comments. There is no point in 
undertaking a ‘walk of pride’ if nothing positive comes 
out of it. For this reason, each of the points arising will 
be followed up by either ourselves or the Councils.

Proposed Out of Town Development Low Road
There have now been 3 planning applications by Opus 
North Ltd for a retail site on Low Road beyond The 
Lakes Centre, all of which have been refused by 
Allerdale BC. We have objected to each application, 
largely on the basis that it would be for a large out of 
town (B&M) store which would have a detrimental 
affect on the town centre. We also believe that this site 
would be better utilised for more sustainable, quality 
industrial employment as allocated in the Local Plan.

Opus North Ltd have appealed the decision on their 
second application and this appeal is shortly to be 
considered by the Planning Inspectorate on the basis of 
a formal ‘hearing’. We are again making representation 
to the Inspectorate confirming our objection.

Being aware of this forthcoming appeal, we also wrote 
two letters to Allerdale BC which we expect to be 
viewed by the Inspector:
- The first centred on the fact that we do not have 
confidence in the conclusion of the Planning and Retail 
Statement of the Application that 'Cockermouth is a 
healthy and viable town centre and is able to withstand 
the predicted levels of trading impact'
- The second centred on our belief that this site has been
allocated in the Local Plan for industrial use for good 
reason.  Cockermouth is short on quality employment 
opportunities.
Darren Ward, our architectural adviser, has also 
provided a detailed and convincing submission to the 
Inspector on our behalf.

Fitz Development Proposal
On the other side of Low Road, approval has already 
been given for 17 houses at the Fitz, beside the 
Laureates estate. A revised application was submitted to
increase the number of houses to 27. We objected to this
and Civic Trust member Gillian Telford spoke against it
at the Development Panel Meeting. It was refused but 
the application has been resubmitted with only minor 
changes. We are objecting again. This proposal doubles 
the size of the development area, taking in a significant 
extra portion of the existing parkland. Whilst this 
parkland is designated as agricultural, we believe its 
setting on the outside of town and it being a designed 
backdrop to the listed Georgian villa, merits it being 
protected as important green infrastructure and open 
space.

Phil Campbell, Chairman
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