
COCKERMOUTH AND DISTRICT CIVIC TRUST
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

7.30pm Wednesday 6th November 2019

Phil Campbell (Chairman) welcomed 22 members to the Annual General Meeting.

Apologies: Received from John Dent, Marion Bowman, Tom Hughes, Darren Ward, Mr & 
Mrs Hallewell, Mr & Mrs Hutchinson.

Minutes of the meeting of 7th November 2018:
The minutes were accepted as a true record by a show of hands with no dissent. 

Matters arising: None.

Secretary’s Report:   John Dent
The 2018/19 winter programme of lectures was well received by all who attended the events. 
The annual lunch was held at the Helena Thompson Museum on 30th April 2019 where the 
speaker was Pat Hall. The annual day trip was to Sedbergh and Fairfield Mill on 21st 
September 2019 and was enjoyed by all who went. 
The Trust has continued to comment on the various planning applications as and when 
appropriate and is using the “Building for Life” method of assessment. We continue to be 
pro-active by talking to the developers before any submission for planning permission. We 
submitted an objection to the planning application to have an out of town development on 
Low Road and also for the additional housing development on the Fitz. We have also taken 
up various valid comments with the appropriate authorities with some success, e.g. on-street 
parking charges & town centre traffic management.
A further 12 nominations for the Allerdale Local Heritage List have been submitted and these 
are awaiting a meeting of the Panel to consider them. 
The Cockermouth Vision Group, who we support, continued to press for a Neighbourhood 
Plan and this is now being actively considered by the Town Council.
We entered Cockermouth in the “England’s Favourite Conservation Area” competition 
organised by the national Civic Voice and it achieved a creditable 13th out of 250 entries.
After much delay we finally obtained the licence to plant trees along the upper part of St 
Helen’s Street. The 31 trees were supplied by Cockermouth Travel and planted on 14th 
December 2018 by pupils from All Saints School assisted by Cockermouth Travel staff and 
members of the Civic Trust.
We have been concerned about the proliferation of Himalayan Balsam along the banks of the 
rivers in the town. As a result the West Cumbria Rivers Trust organised the removal of this 
invasive weed from our river catchment area. As well as our members, volunteers from the 
Allotment & Garden Society, Sainsburys and Wordsworth House helped remove a large 
number of the plants from the Cocker and Derwent river banks in Cockermouth. This will 
need to be an annual exercise.
The Trust participated in the Rotary Club Daffodil Day event on 6th April 2019.
We participated in the Heritage Open Days event on 13th to 22nd September 2019 for the 
eleventh year. Four premises were open in the Cockermouth area for the event plus guided 
tours of Cockermouth Castle. An exhibition of photographs of Cockermouth in 1967 
compared to photographs from the same location in 2017, 50 years later, attracted over 120 
visitors. A DVD featuring the photographs is available to purchase. A walking tour of 
Cockermouth Conservation Area was also well supported on the same day. 
The installation of the Market Place up-lighters blanking plates was eventually completed by 
the County Council. A new booklet covering the dates, brief history, main buildings and 
artwork has been produced and was launched at the 2019 Heritage Open Days exhibition.
Four Castle visits have also been hosted in support of Cockermouth Live 2019.A special 
castle tour for members only was held on 28th September 2019.



We organised the Bernard Bradbury Memorial Lecture on 27th September 2019 at the 
Kirkgate Centre when Professor Richard Oram gave a talk on castles in the 11th & 12th 
centuries.
We re-introduced the annual “Walk of Pride” where members, accompanied by 
representatives from the Town Council and Allerdale District Council walked round the town 
identifying things that could be improved. We also sent letters of congratulation to the Town 
Council for the floral baskets and The Hummingbird House for their attractive shopfront 
display. Some time ago on one walk we identified the confluence area as being in need of a 
makeover. This year saw that achieved with the final piece put in place – the two rows of 
inscribed rocks.
The Trust continues to be a member of the national Civic Voice.
The Trust has continued to host a website. Publicity throughout the year has been quite good 
with regular articles in the “Times & Star”.
Proceeds from the sale of the various publications this year have continued to ensure that our 
membership fees remain affordable.
As a result of the steady reduction of the numbers of members the Committee decided to have
a recruitment drive. An information pamphlet was produced and 4000 copies were delivered 
to all the houses in Cockermouth and Papcastle. This resulted in an additional 57 members.
Membership at the end of the 2018/19 year stands at 132 (including 6 life members). 
Currently 113 members are on the email list which saves the Trust printing and postal costs 
and keeps those members right up to date. 
We have continued to ensure that the Trust complies with the new General Data Protection 
Regulation which came into force on 25th May 2018.

Chairman’s Report:  Phil Campbell
Our Secretary has already reported on the detail of our activities over the last year. I would 
just like to focus on some achievements & key issues for us in the coming year.
A significant concern that we had this year was the gradual reduction in our membership 
numbers and the potential consequences for our future viability as an active society. We 
therefore decided to hold a major recruitment campaign. We produced a leaflet about 
ourselves and hand delivered it to virtually every household in Cockermouth. The campaign 
has been very successful and we have recruited over 50 new members. The key thing now is 
that we involve and retain them. As a contribution, we are planning to hold a member’s social
event in the new year where members new and old have an opportunity to meet each other 
and to learn about our current activities and concerns.
On the planning side, our most significant concern has continued to be the application for a 
retail development on Low Road behind the Lakes store, primarily for B&M. We have 
remained opposed to this as an out of town development that will have a significant adverse 
effect on our town centre and consequently on the integrity of our Conservation Area. The 
applications have so far been refused by Allerdale BC, but an appeal was recently heard by 
the Inspector, at which we attended and made representations. The result has yet to be 
announced.
We remain committed to the concept of a Neighbourhood Plan for Cockermouth and await to 
see if the new Town Council now intend to proceed.
We also made representations to the County Council on 2 separate counts, one on their 
reported intention to reintroduce the concept of on street parking charges and secondly to 
change the traffic management at the Main Street – Station Street junction. Neither of these 
proposals are now live.
We have continued to focus on Market Place and our concern that the amount of weeds 
surrounding all of the trees is detrimental to the street scene. The County Council have now 
indicated that they are willing to increase their weed killing activities here from once to 3 
times per year from 2020.
Still on Market Place, the County Council finally completed the installation of the metal up-
lighter covers with the historical dates that we suggested. We have subsequently published 
our new booklet, ‘Cockermouth – Exploring Market Place’.



A major achievement last year was that Allerdale finally established a Local Heritage List, 
albeit just covering Cockermouth & District with nominations provided by ourselves. In 
December 2018, we provided them with a further set of nominations for our area. We have 
again become very disappointed in that the List appears to be in limbo and they are yet to 
consider the new nominations. Another issue we need to progress in 2020.

We again put effort into reducing the amount of Himalayan Balsam on the banks of the River 
Cocker and Derwent, this year in coordination with West Cumbria Rivers Trust and other 
groups such as the Allotments and Gardens Society & Wordsworth House Gardeners. This 
work is important for the integrity of the river banks and needs to continue in future years.
We were privileged to get Professor Richard Oram from Stirling University to come and 
deliver this year’s Bernard Bradbury Memorial Lecture and we had a full house. We also took
him on a tour of Cockermouth Castle and he gave us a number of pointers to help us with our 
castle tours based on his medieval history expertise.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for their contributions over the last year, elected 
officers and members. 

Treasurer’s Report: Elizabeth Silman
The Income and Expenditure Account and the Balance Sheet have been examined by Ian 
Dodsworth.
The Trust ended the year with a net surplus of £150.  Book sales and subscriptions were at a 
similar level to the previous year.  These are the Trust’s two main sources of income and it 
should be borne in mind that book sales may not be maintained at this level.  It is therefore 
important to continue with the strategy that projects and activities should be largely self-
financing.  
Stationery and postage costs have been significantly reduced due to greater use of electronic 
communication and hand deliveries.  The outing to Barnard Castle resulted in a loss and this 
was taken into account when planning the outing for 2019/20.
The Trust replaced its printer during the year.
The Committee decided to make no change to the subscription rate for 2019/20.
The accounts for the year ended 31st March 2019 were accepted by a show of hands.

The Treasurer’s report was formally accepted by members.

Election of Officers and Committee Members:
The present officers Phil Campbell (Chairman), John Dent (Secretary) and Elizabeth Silman 
(Treasurer) were happy to continue in their roles. The election of three officers to serve 
another term was proposed by David Cornwall and seconded by Georgina Dent.  They were 
then elected by a show of hands.
The current committee members, Shirley Campbell, Darren Ward, Duncan Keeler, Brian 
Coley, Margaret Coley and Ros Earthy were happy to continue. The election of these 
committee members to serve another term was proposed by Mary Bradbury and seconded by 
Eleanor Woosey. They were all elected by a show of hands.
Phil Campbell stated that new committee members would be welcomed and could be co-
opted at any time. Andy Roberts volunteered to stand for the Committee. He was proposed by
Shirley Campbell and seconded by Brian Coley. He was elected by a show of hands.

Any other Business:
There was no additional business and the meeting closed at 7.38 pm.


