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We had a successful members’ social meeting in January when we discussed our current activities in a relaxed 
environment with light refreshments provided and the bar open for drinks. Around 25 members were present. The 
venue was Club Derwent. We did have one member complain beforehand that it was inappropriate for the Civic Trust 
to be ‘patronising’ premises owned by the Conservative Party. Indeed we are a non-political organisation and are very 
protective of this. However, we need to use facilities that are available to us and there was no charge for the hire of the 
room. Furthermore, we are not a religious organisation but have utilised religious facilities for our activities for a long 
time, including the Friends Meeting House and the United Reformed Church. Following this success, we have decided 
to trial separating this year’s AGM from  the lecture evening and holding it in a social environment in September along
with a couple of presentation/discussion topics that are topical for our town.

We do have a number of dates for your diary in this newsletter, including our annual lunch, annual trip and a 
‘Members’ Day’, so please read on!

Annual Lunch, Wednesday 8  th   April  
Our annual lunch this year will be at 12.30 for 1pm in 
the Derwent Restaurant at the Trout Hotel. It is a little 
earlier this year because Lord and Lady Egremont have 
agreed to be our guests and so we have chosen a date 
when they are in residence at Cockermouth Castle. Lord
Egremont will give the after dinner talk on his family 
connections with Cockermouth. This should prove 
exceedingly interesting as Lord Egremont can trace his 
ancestry back to the 14th century when his family were 
first granted the castle estate by Edward II.

Tickets for the lunch are £20 per person. If you would 
like to come, please complete the enclosed application 
form, selecting your menu choices, and return it to 
Shirley Campbell along with your remittance. 

Members’ Day, Tuesday 14  th   July  
We have decided to have a ‘members’ day’ this year on 
Tuesday 14th July. In the morning, we will lead a 
members only tour alround the town trail, rediscovering 
parts of Cockermouth that are not regularly seen. This 
tour will start at 10am from Old Kings Arms Lane. In 
the afternoon, we will have a members only tour of 
Cockermouth Castle, starting at 2pm. For this tour, 
please meet at the castle gates around 1.50pm. For those
interested, we will also seek to organise a collective 
light lunch between the two tours, but we will need to 
know well in advance if you want to join us for this.

If you want to attend either or both tours, and/or are 
interested in joining us for lunch please let Phil or 
Shirley Campbell know, contact details below.

Phone 01900 823485
Email cctmember@btinternet.com

Annual Trip, Monday 6  th   July  
This is advance notice that we are organising our annual
trip for Monday July 6th. Our plan is that we visit 
Ushaw College in County Durham, preceded by a 
guided tour of the historic town of Hexham.

On arrival in Hexham we will have coffee in the Abbey 
tearooms followed by a walking tour led by a member 
of the Guild of Guides. We will then drive on to Ushaw 
for lunch and a guided tour round the buildings. There 
will also be free time to visit the gardens.

Ushaw College was founded over 200 years ago to 
educate students for the catholic priesthood. The estate 
includes buildings designed by Pugin & his followers 
and is one of the most important examples of Victorian 
Gothic architecture in the North East. Ushaw's Gardens, 
which have been a main feature of the buildings and 
grounds almost as long as the College itself has been 
established, boast a beautiful selection of flowers and 
greenery, as well as an old lake and wonderful walks for
visitors

A booking form will be with the next newsletter. In the 
meantime visit www.ushaw.org to find out more about 
the Ushaw College, its buildings and gardens.

AGM and Members’ Meeting, September 2020
As mentioned, we will be holding our AGM in 
September this year in association with a members’ 
discussion session on topical issues. It is intended to 
hold this meeting in a social environment similar to our 
January Members’ Meeting. More details in the next 
newsletter.

Himalayan Balsam ‘Bash’, 8  th   and 15  th   July  
We are again working with West Cumbria Rivers Trust 
to remove the invasive species, Himalayan Balsam from
the banks of the Derwent and Cocker within 
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Cockermouth. This is important work because, left to its
own devices, the balsam will crowd out native 
vegetation and leave the river banks open to enhanced 
erosion during the winter months when the balsam is 
dormant. The Rivers Trust has announced two 
community balsam bash mornings in Cockermouth in 
which we are participating. Please join us if you are 
able. The provisional arrangements are:
Wed 8th July, 10am until 12noon  - meet by the bridge 
at the southern edge of Harris Park.
Wed 15th July,10am until 12noon  - meet at the  
Confluence Area, below Jennings brewery.
More details will be publicised nearer the time but 
remember that gloves are essential and wellies a good 
idea. Subsequent to this, we may organise our own 
follow up pulls.

If you are interested, Jo McCurrie of West Cumbria 
Rivers Trust will be giving a talk on invasive species in 
Cumbria at the Hub in Market Street, 7.30pm on 20th 
May. It is free and there is no need to book.

Next Lectures
A reminder of the last remaining lecture for this season, 
as usual at 7.30pm, at the Friends Meeting House.

Apr 1st David Cornwall ‘Amid the Fretful 
Dwellings of Mankind’, 
Wordsworth’s Childhood 
Home.

Meeting with Simon Sharp
We invited Simon Sharp, Head Planner at Allerdale BC,
to  a special meeting with our committee to discuss 
current common issues.
- A key point was the potential to establish a 
‘community panel’ to jointly review planning 
applications at an early stage at which bodies such as 
the Town Council and the Civic Trust would be 
represented. It was agreed that Allerdale BC would take 
the lead in establishing a panel for the Cockermouth 
area.
- We were concerned that our first tranche of nominated
local heritage assets had not yet been formally 
registered within the Allerdale system, even though they
had been approved by the joint panel. Also, the second 
tranche had not even been considered by the panel, even
though we had submitted them in late 2018. Simon 
anticipated rectifying this within the next few months.
- We expressed concern that the Shop Front Design 
Guide was not being adequately adhered to. Simon 
asked that Civic Trust members acted as ‘eyes of the 
Planning Department’ by reporting discrepancies as 
they arise. Simon also agreed to ensure that local sign 
writers such as AST were also fully aware of the 
guidance.
- Simon emphasised that other Conservation Areas 
within Allerdale such as Wigton and Maryport had been

classed as ‘at risk’ by Historic England and therefore 
these had to be subject to a higher priority than 
Cockermouth for such as their character appraisal 
renewals. As a consequence, it will be a while before 
resources are available to lead the review of our 
Appraisal.

Information Panels
You will recall from the last newsletter that a project for
this year was to design and install public information 
panels for the Castle and for Tute Hill. We have now 
produced designs for both panels and have had a quote 
for their manufacture and installation at a total cost of 
around £1,200.

The castle panel will be attached to the railings in front 
of the castle facing onto Castlegate. Lord and Lady 
Egremont have agreed the design and have agreed to 
contribute the cost of this panel, around £320.

The Tute Hill panel will need to be free standing and 
located next to the footpath leading past the Leisure 
Centre. 

We have applied for a grant towards the total cost of the
scheme from the Metal Craft Community Fund which 
was recently launched in Cockermouth. We have 
applied for the maximum grant of £500. We are utilising
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the funds that we have raised from the sale of our DVDs
as part of the match funding required.

B&M Development
The proposed development on Low Road for an out of 
town B&M store has had the appeal rejected subsequent
to our last newsletter. We were pleased about this 
outcome as we continue to believe  that the 
development would not have been in the best interests 
of Cockermouth.

Wordsworth 250
You will probably be aware that this year marks the 
250th anniversary of the birth of William Wordsworth 
and there will be a number of activities in Cockermouth 
to celebrate. His actual birthday is Tuesday 7th April and
Wordsworth House are having a party day with free 
cake, etc. They also have an exhibition this year,  ‘The 
Child is Father of the Man’, which celebrates the 
anniversary by exploring how Wordsworth was shaped 
by his wild, outdoor upbringing. Rotary are organising a
special ‘Daffodil Day’ on Saturday 4th April centred on 
All Saints Church and the Heritage Group are 
presenting a display at the Kirkgate Centre on 
‘Wordsworth’s Cockermouth’ on the 3rd, 4th and 5th of 
April. The Heritage Group are also publishing a book on
‘Wordsworth’s Cockermouth’.

VE Day, Friday 8  th   May  
The nation will be commemorating the 75th anniversary 
of VE Day on Friday 8th May. As a contribution to this 
the Town Council are organising a celebratory picnic in 
the Memorial Gardens. The Heritage Group will have 
an exhibition in the Library during May and the 
Kirkgate Centre will stream the VE Day Live 
celebratory concert from the Albert Hall in the evening.

Cockermouth Live, 3  rd   to 5  th   July  
Cockermouth Live this year will be over the weekend 
3rd to 5th July. Included in the programme will be a full 
day of musical events within Cockermouth Castle on the
Saturday. Because of this, Lord & Lady Egremont have 
asked that we no longer do castle tours over this 
weekend. Instead, we will be leading tours over the 
weekend 19th to 21st June, which coincides with the 
national ‘Civic Day’.

Civic Day is led by Civic Voice and is a ‘national 
celebration of civic pride’. On this day many civic 
societies throughout the country give guided tours, 
organise exhibitions, etc to promote knowledge and 
pride in the places where people live.

On this theme, it is worth noting that we have now sold 
over 100 copies of our DVD of photographs comparing 
Cockermouth in 2017 with 1967.  This clearly 
contributes to our fund raising for the information 
panels, and also demonstrates the interest and pride  that
exists for our town.

Heritage Open Days 2020
Heritage Open  Days this year run from the 11th to 20th 
September. We will be looking to participate again this 
year and have already programmed castle tours on the 
18th and 19th. A national theme this year is ‘Hidden 
Nature’. We are wondering if we can contribute to this 
by identifying hidden spaces within our Cockermouth 
urban environment where nature flourishes. A 
possibility is to produce a booklet for HODS identifying
such places and what can be seen. If you have ideas on 
this and/or can provide advice, please let us know.

Thoughts of a new Committee Member
Our new committee member Andy Roberts wrote this 
for our members’ meeting and I thought it worth 
sharing:
‘I'm a relatively new member of the civic society after 
joining as a member in October last year. I was aware 
of the society but a leaflet through the door, a visit to 
the photographic exhibition at the URC and a chat with 
Brian Coley spurred me on to join as a member. In 
November 2019  I attended a Committee meeting in 
order to gain an understanding of what happens and 
decided that I'd like to play a more active role within 
the Trust. I was asked if I'd like to become a member of 
the Committee, I agreed and was voted on at the AGM. 
My main motivation for getting involved and joining the
Trust was that I really do love living in Cockermouth 
and I wanted to play a more active role in the 
community. I felt that becoming involved with the civic 
society was a great way to achieve this. As I'm now on 
the committee I'm involved in attending meetings, 
making informed decisions and supporting activities of 
the Trust all for the benefit of Cockermouth. It gives me 
a great sense of satisfaction to be involved and I do 
urge others to do the same’.

Civic Voice 10  th   Anniversary  
Civic Voice celebrates its 10th anniversary this year and 
we have been members for most of this time. Civic 
Voice are using this as an opportunity to review its 
direction and build on the first 10 years to ‘influence the
future agenda impacting our towns, cities and villages’.

Key themes will continue to be rebalancing power in the
planning system by campaigning for an ‘accessible, 
balanced and collaborative’ (ABC) planning system, a 
system with communities at the heart. Civic Voice 
believes that we need to move towards a citizen-led, 
participative model of governance for our towns. A 
system that ensures that communities have a voice to 
influence the place where they live, every day. This will
require a change in how we do things and how civic 
societies work with local authorities.

Phil Campbell, Chairman
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