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 It is now around 18 months since we were last able to have a face to face meeting either as a committee or as a 
members’ meeting and we have come to rely on Zoom and the written word to keep in touch. Although things are 
currently opening up more, it is clear that Covid 19 will be with us in some form for a while. Our 2021/2022 season 
will therefore not be ‘normal’ but we do hope that we can gradually approach some form of normality, although we 
will need to remain flexible according to conditions. Also, our Zoom meetings have proved quite popular, allowing 
some people to attend who would not be able to get to a face to face meeting. So we are planning to include some 
Zoom meetings in our 2021/22 programme irrespective of the pandemic conditions. Our current plans up to Christmas 
are included in this newsletter.

Unless you have only recently joined us, it is now time to renew your subscription for the period up to October 2022. 
We do hope that you feel able to do so as we need your support irrespective of how much you join in our activities as it
makes our voice louder.

 Membership Renewal
The subscription renewal form is enclosed with this 
newsletter. The subscription rate is unchanged from last 
year at £7.50, £12.50 for two members at the same 
household. It would be helpful if you can please renew 
promptly rather than wait for reminders, thanks.

Clearly there are less opportunities again this year to 
pay your subscription in person at lecture meetings. 
However, the renewal form contains the addresses of 
our Treasurer and Membership Secretary to send or 
drop off your subscription in cash or by cheque. If you 
wish to pay by bank transfer, please inform the 
Membership Secretary and a new reference will be 
issued for tracking purposes, please do not use a 
previous reference.
(email at cctmember@btinternet.com).

Members’ Meetings
The Friends Meeting House is now available to us for 
meetings subject to additional Covid related conditions. 
These currently include:

 A limit on the number attending of 25, with 
socially distanced seating

 The kitchen will not be available to us and no 
food is allowed.

 Internal doors & at least one window open to 
maintain ventilation

 The seating, door handles, etc will be sanitised 
after every session.

We will continue to recommend social distancing and 
the use of face-masks, at least for entry and exit. All of 
these conditions are of course subject to change.

Our provisional programme up to Christmas is as 
follows. We will of course let you know of any changes.

Wednesday 6th October, 7.30pm, Zoom.
This is intended as a members’ meeting with no formal 
lecture. Members of the Committee will provide a few 

illustrated up dates such as on balsam pulling and 
Dorothy250,  and Darren will talk about the land 
purchase and tree planting scheme by Chimney Sheep. 
Please let us know if you have any issues that you 
would like to raise or discuss. If you do this in advance, 
it will enable us to prepare any appropriate slides. You 
can do this by email to: 
chaircockermouthct@gmail.com.

Tuesday 12th October, 7.30pm, Kirkgate Centre
We have organised a special lecture as part of the 
Market Charter 800th Anniversary Celebrations. This 
will be held at the Kirkgate Centre and is by ticket only 
and is open to everyone. The lecturer is Dr Alan Crosby 
and the subject is:
‘The Cockermouth Market Charter of 1221, the 
beginnings of our town’.
Tickets are priced at £5 and are available through the 
Kirkgate Centre Box Office. All profits go to Kirkgate 
Arts. As this lecture will be held under Covid 
precautions, if you are able, it would be helpful if you 
can book tickets in groups of up to 5 persons who you 
are happy to sit with. This will help maximise the 
number of tickets that can be sold.

If this lecture is unable to proceed face to face at the 
Kirkgate Centre, we will endeavour to arrange it via 
Zoom.

Wednesday 3rd November, 7.30pm, Friends Mtg Hse
It is anticipated that this meeting will be held face to 
face in the Friends Meeting House but could be changed
to Zoom if conditions dictate. It will be preceded by the 
AGM. Please see the next section concerning the 
arrangements for the AGM this year.

The lecture will be by Graham Brooks who will talk 
about Warwick Bridge Corn Mill and will bring along 
samples of what the mill produces..
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Wednesday 8th December, 7.30pm, URC
Shirley Campbell will be giving a talk on ‘Cumbrian 
Cooking’, with samples for our Christmas Meeting. If 
this meeting has to be cancelled, it will likely be 
replaced with a Christmas Quiz on Zoom.
Please note the change of week and venue for this 
lecture to enable the food tastings.

Annual General Meeting
Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 3rd November at 
7.30pm preceding the November lecture, hopefully at 
the Friends Meeting House, but if necessary by Zoom. 
As last year, we will send out a separate notification of 
the AGM nearer the time, along with the appropriate 
paperwork. It would be helpful if you could respond to 
this prior to the AGM whether or not you intend to 
attend.

The Committee would benefit from new blood joining 
us. If you would like to nominate someone or yourself, 
please let us know using the following email address:
cctmember@btinternet.com Please feel free to attend a 
committee meeting (on Zoom) as a taster, just ask.

Cockermouth Market Charter 800  th   Anniversary  

The first Royal Market Charter was issued to 
Cockermouth on 19th May 1221. On the day of the 800th 
anniversary, we organised a re-enactment of the 
presentation of the Charter in Market Place. The Charter
was presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Cumbria, 
Claire Hensman, representing King Henry III, to the 
then Mayor of Cockermouth, Julie Laidlow.  The 
ceremony was introduced by the Town Crier, acted by 
Toby Gaffney, ringing the market bell and introducing 
the participants. On the day, the event was featured on 
both Radio Cumbria and Border News & you can still 
view it now on youtube - . 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TC1ivR24MJ0 

Our leaflet describing the history of our market charter 
has now been delivered to virtually all households in 
Cockermouth and Papcastle. The Charter also featured 
in the Heritage Group Summer Exhibition and we have 
organised a celebratory lecture, see ‘Members’ 
Meetings’.

Pulling Himalayan Balsam
We have worked closely with West Cumbria Rivers 
Trust this year pulling balsam along both rivers in 
Cockermouth and at the end of Simonscales Lane on the
Derwent. Many volunteers have been involved, some 
from within the Civic Trust. At the request of the Rivers
Trust, we have undertaken a survey of the riverbanks 
after the pulling. This will be used as a baseline for 
future years. 

Tom Hughes Legacy
As you will know, Tom Hughes, long term active 
member and a former Chairman, died last year. This 
year, we have found out that he has left us a significant 
legacy. Tom was always highly interested in public 
transport and the railways in particular. We have 
decided that we would like to use at least some of his 
legacy to recognise this. Our idea is to produce a few 
information panels about the Cockermouth Railway in 
memory of Tom. We hope to erect these on ‘Bluebell 
Bridge’ where the Greenway crosses the River Cocker, 
close to the site of the former Cockermouth Station.  We
have received agreement in principle from the County 
Council to do this.

If we have any railway enthusiasts amongst our 
membership, we would be very grateful for your help.

All Saints Rooms
We are aware of concerns from our members 
concerning the usage of this refurbished building as 
upmarket accommodation, including noise, parking on 
Church Went and waste. We have passed these 
comments on to the appropriate Councillors from each 
of the local councils, Town, Allerdale and Cumbria, as 
the issues concern various areas of responsibilities. We 
have received replies to the effect that they are aware of 
the issues and are looking at ways to take things 
forward.

Future of the Planning System
You are likely to be aware of the Government plans to 
reform the planning system through the Civic Voice 
Updates that we forward to members on email. You will
also be aware that whilst Civic Voice accepts that the 
planning system needs modification, they have concerns
about the implementation of the new arrangements. This
is currently a key focus of Civic Voice at national level 
and both Brian and Margaret Coley attend regular 
briefings on our behalf.

It is important to realise that a portion of your 
membership subscription is passed to Civic Voice to 
enable it to act on our behalf at national level. Another 
reason to renew your subscription!

Phil Campbell, Chairman
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