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So we enter our 3rd Covid affected year. Despite the current spike due to the Omicron variant, we are hoping that 2022 
will be nearer to ‘normal’ and we are planning for success with the reintroduction of activities that we have struggled 
to do over the past 2 years. Having said that, some of our members’ meetings by Zoom have been well attended so we 
have decided to continue with occasional lectures by Zoom, with apologies to those not able to access Zoom. There are
potentially at least a couple of advantages, one that people do not have to go out on a cold winter night and two, we can
access speakers from further afield, so we have a very interesting talk by Zoom programmed for our February meeting. 
We are also planning on reintroducing activities such as our annual lunch and castle tours, so please read on.

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to extend our best wishes to all members for a healthy and happy 2022. And 
if you haven’t yet rejoined, please do so because we need you - and otherwise we will have to remove you from our 
membership list and this will be the last newsletter that you will receive.

Members’ Meetings
We have 3 meetings planned for the remainder of this 
season, the February meeting by Zoom and the March 
and April meetings at the Friends’ Meeting House. 
Access details for the Zoom meeting will be emailed a 
few days prior to the meeting. Arrangements for the 
March and April meetings will be sent to all members 
nearer the time, including any Covid precautions.
7.30 pm, Wednesday 2  nd   February, by Zoom  
Dr Alan Crosby will talk about his work with the BBC 
‘Who Do You Think You Are’ magazine. Alan is the 
main local history contributor to the magazine. He is 
well known nationally as a local historian focusing on 
the north west of England and has been editor of ‘The 
Local Historian’ for 17 years. Those of you who 
attended his excellent lecture at the Kirkgate for our 
market charter anniversary will appreciate his 
knowledge. This is a ‘must’ for anyone at all interested 
in family history.
7.30pm, Wednesday 2  nd   March, Friends Meeting House  
We have not yet confirmed the speaker for this meeting 
but will let everyone know in good time.
7.30pm, Wednesday 6  th   April, Friends Meeting House  
We have not yet confirmed the speaker for this meeting 
but will let everyone know in good time.

Annual Lunch, Tuesday 26  th   April  
Our annual lunch will be at 12.30 on Tuesday 26th April 
at the Hundith Hill Hotel. Lord and Lady Egremont will
be our guests and Lord Egremont will give the after 
dinner talk on his family connections with 
Cockermouth. Lord Egremont can trace his ancestry 
back to the 14th century when his family were first 
granted the castle estate by Edward II. More details, 
including menu choices, will be in our next newsletter 
but in the meantime, please put the date in your diary.

Annual General Meeting, 2021
Our 2021 AGM was held on Wednesday 3rd November 
at the Friends Meeting House. 18 members attended and

the meeting reports were circulated to all members prior
to the meeting. The Officers and Committee Members 
were reconfirmed in post. Andy Roberts had resigned 
from the committee and he was thanked for his 
contribution.

No new members were nominated to committee. It is a 
concern that the lack of ‘new blood’ on the Committee 
will adversely affect the longer term viability of  Civic 
Trust. Please do consider joining us, it does not have to 
be a big commitment and should get the satisfaction of  
contributing to a ‘better Cockermouth’. 

Castle Tours 2022
We are planning to restart the castle tours this year and 
have agreed two weekends for this:
- the weekend of Saturday June 18th as part of our Civic 
Day celebrations
- the weekend of Saturday September 24th. This is the 
weekend of Taste Cumbria.

It would be good if we could recruit a few new 
volunteers to lead our castle tours. With this in mind we 
are arranging a training session at the castle in the 
Spring. This will be to refresh our existing tour leaders 
as well as training up new ones. If you are at all 
interested, please let me know and join us on the 
training session.

Our public information panel for the castle is now in 
place on the side gate at the front of the castle.
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Civic Day, Saturday 18  th   June   
Civic Day is an annual national day led by Civic Voice 
‘to inspire communities to work together to celebrate 
and champion where they live to create civic pride in 
their place’. Although the first Civic Day was back in 
2011, in recent years we have concentrated our efforts 
on doing castle tours during Cockermouth Live. 
However, this is now no longer available to us so we 
have decided to focus on Civic Day instead. We are 
planning castle tours over the weekend plus a guided 
tour round our town trail. Any other suggestions are 
welcome.

Living Earth Wild Flower Project
In collaboration with the Cockermouth Living Earth 
Group, we are planning a 3 year wild flower project on 
the triangle of land between St Helens Street, the road 
up to the leisure centre and the small woodland. During 
lock-down 2020, when grass cutting ceased, a good 
array of flowers bloomed here. 

In the first year of the project, locally sourced plug 
plants and some seeds are to be sown and help with the 
following tasks will be appreciated:
- People to test the soil and to decide on the plug plant 
and seeds that are most likely to thrive.

- Others to help with the planting on particular dates, to 
be announced, photographers to record flowers and 
insects visiting them,  (a nearby street lamp should 
encourage moths as well as butterflies), 
- Volunteers to keep a monthly record of flowers in 
bloom and bees and other insects seen on this patch.
- Keen garden volunteers to grow on wildflower seeds 
prior to planting out when of a suitable size, also others 
to water plants during dry spells.

The objective is to get people in Cockermouth to think 
about planting wild flowers, so an important role will be
to publicise the project via articles in newspapers, social
media outlets and possibly even TV. 

Amanda Dyer, a Civic Trust member who lives in St 
Helens Street, has agreed to head up this project. Please 
contact her if you are interested in helping to “Get 
Cockermouth Buzzing”.(amandajkdyer@gmail.com)

If you are interested in growing your own wild flower 
garden, this is a great opportunity to learn from 
Amanda’s expertise.
Himalayan Balsam Pulling Project 2022
As you will know, we have undertaken balsam pulling 
over a number of years now and we believe that we 
have made a significant contribution to keeping the 
Cockermouth river banks secure. In 2021, we worked 
closely with the West Cumbria Rivers Trust and 
anticipate doing the same this year. Please keep your 
eye open for volunteer days.

Cockermouth Railway History Panels Project
In the last newsletter I talked of our plan to create a 
series of public information panels about the history of 
the railway in Cockermouth. The intent is that the 
panels will be in memory of Tom Hughes, a railway 
enthusiast, utilising funds from his legacy. We have 
now set up a small group to progress this project, 
including a representative from the Cumbrian Railways 
Association, Graham Worsnop. The outline plan is as 
follows:
- a single general information panel at ‘The Sidings’, 
sponsored by Dobies Cumbria Properties.
- a series of more detailed panels to be located on the 
now Greenway viaduct over the River Cocker.
All of the panels will be in the same style as our panels 
at Tute Hill and Kirkbank.

Local Heritage Listing Project
You may remember that we have a project led by 
Duncan Keeler stretching back to 2014 to identify 
properties in the Cockermouth area that would benefit 
from the protection provided by being on the Allerdale 
Local Heritage List. Our part of this project was broadly
completed a number of years ago with the agreement of 
Allerdale BC. However, Allerdale BC have failed to 
incorporate the listing within their own procedures, 
probably for a number of reasons including changes in 
staff and priorities. The good news is that Allerdale 
have now resurrected their intent to create a Local List 
and Duncan is again involved in discussions with them. 

Old Courthouse Building
We are clearly concerned about the future of this 
building after the undermining of the foundations when 
the Cocker was in flood. We hope that the whole 
building can be saved but will look for the historic 
facade to be saved as a minimum.

And Finally, please:
- Renew your subscription if you haven’t already.
- Consider joining our committee, even for a trial period
- Consider becoming a castle tour leader
- Consider joining the Living Earth Wild Flower Project
by contacting Amanda Dyer
- Consider getting involved in balsam pulling 

Phil Campbell, Chairman
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